K2 Cycle Event  Saturday 29 October 2011

Race Programme - How the day Unfolds

The K2 is an annual cycling event that takes place on SH25 going anti clockwise around the Coromandel Peninsula. Each year it is based around one of four Coromandel townships This year Thames will be hosting the tenth anniversary of the event.

There are 4 distances

· K2 -  200km - Starts and finishes in Thames

· K150 – 150km – Starts in Tairu and finishes in Thames

· K2 – 100km – Starts in Whitianga and finishes in Thames

· Nicholas Browne Challenge – 50km – Starts in Coromandel and finishes in Thames

In total there will be close to 1,500 riders taking part in the above event from all over New Zealand, with a number of riders coming over from Australia, the US and Europe.

It would be a great help if people would avoid unnecessary travel on the day, or avoid the roads when they are at their busiest with cyclists. The following notes will give you an idea where the main bunches of cyclists will be traveling throughout the day on the peninsula. 

The first race off the blocks is the K2 Elite Men. This starts from Thames at 7.45am on Saturday morning. It is followed by the main field of 700 riders which start in groups of 100 riders, 3 minutes apart from 8.00am through to 8.30am.  These riders will be on the road between Thames and Tairua for the next 2 hours with the first riders coming through Tairua at around 9.20am and the last riders coming through around 10.30am. They are joined by the EMC K150 riders starting in Tairua at 10.00am.

They carry on to Whitianga and will be on Tairua/Whitianga Road from between 9.30am in the morning through till around 1.30pm in the afternoon.

The front runners in the K2 will arrive in Whitianga at around 10.30am and will be heading over Kuaotunu Hill and Whangapoua Hills to Coromandel. They will be joined by the 700 K1 riders who also start from Whitianga in a staggered formation between 11.45am and 12.30pm.. The elite women will be the first to start.

The Whitianga to Coromandel Road will be busy with cyclists from around 10.30 through till around 3.00pm in the afternoon.  

The last stage of the race, Coromandel to Thames, sees the start of around 150 riders in the Nicholas Browne Challenge from 9.30am. Expect to see riders from 10.00am on the coast road. The first of the K2 riders will arrive on the coast road from around 11.45am with the remaining riders in the field coming through until 5.00pm. in the afternoon.

The first riders will start arriving at the finish line in Victoria Park, Thames from around 11:15 am onwards, these will be from the Nicholas Browne Challenge.

If you have any questions regarding the event please check the K2 website at www.arcevents.co.nz. There will be live web coverage on the day. or ring Rita Stephenson 027-210-3734, Keith Stephenson on 021-671-172 or Andy Reid on 0274-921-348. 

